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Marine Adaptation Network

“An interdisciplinary network that will build adaptive capacity and 
adaptive response strategies for the effective management of 

marine biodiversity and natural marine resources under climate 
change.”
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Physical and Chemical Changes in Atmosphere 
and Oceans due to Climate Change
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Network Organisation
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Integration Theme
Neil Holbrook A/Prof in Climatology and Climate Change, UTAS
Paul Marshall Director, Climate Change Group, GBRMPA
Ian Goodwin A/Prof in Climate Risk, Macquarie University
Nathan Bindoff Professor in Physical Oceanography, UTAS

Biodiversity and Resources Theme
Alistair Hobday Climate Adaptation Flagship, CSIRO MAR
Stewart Frusher A/Prof, TAFI, UTAS
John Keesing Strategic Ecosystem Science, WAMSI
Bob Pressey Professor, JCU
Graham Edgar A/Prof, TAFI, UTAS
Corey Bradshaw A/Prof, University of Adelaide

Communities 
Tim Smith Professor, University of the Sunshine Coast
Melissa Nursey-Bray Lecturer in Social Sciences, AMC, UTAS
Chris Cocklin PVC Faculty of Science, Eng. and IT. JCU
Nadine Marshall Research Scientist, CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems

Markets Theme
Quentin Grafton Professor of Economics, ANU
Tom Kompas Professor, ANU
Kathleen Broderick Social and Economic Inf. and Res., GBRMPA
Sarah Jennings Senior Lecturer, UTAS

Policy Theme
Rosemary Sandford Research Fellow, UTAS
Karen Edyvane Head, Marine Biodiversity Group, NT Govt.
Ben McNeil Climate Change Research Centre, UNSW
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Marine Adaptation Network key goals by 2012
Effective network:

– connects researchers, stakeholders and end-users
– facilitates and helps resource collaborations
– facilitates National Adaptation Research Plan 

(NARP) implementation
– connects with key international organisations (e.g. 

Tyndall Centre, Asia-Pacific Network, GLOBEC)

Web-site: operational, functional, and revised based on 
stakeholder needs

Interactive tools:
– connections between stakeholders, end-users and 

researchers mapped and facilitated
– Web-based decision support tools for end-users 

(MBR, science-policy)

www.nccarf.edu.au/marine/

Marine Adaptation Network key goals by 2012
Data-base and repository:

– Social and cultural meta-database
– Marine biodiversity and resources database
– Integrated science-policy database
– Markets knowledge database

Communication:
– Marine Adaptation Bulletin (quarterly)
– fact sheets (occasional)

Education:
– next generation CC adaptation researchers through 

summer/winter schools (3)

Protocols: research protocols for participatory research 
(communities/policy)

Workshop(s): First workshop: ‘Principles and guidelines for assessing 
and reducing vulnerability to climate change in Australia’s marine 
systems: a workshop for stakeholders, managers and researchers’
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NARP 
Priorities
(consultation draft 
only)

1. Aquaculture
2. Commercial and 

recreational fishing
3. Conservation 

management
4. Indigenous and 

subsistence use
5. Tourism and 

recreational uses
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Mapping Science-Policy Connections
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Other Activities
Summer School: Resilience in the marine social-ecological system
• highly motivated researchers 
• current condition of the marine system 
• measures to enhance adaptive capacity 
• practical skills in vulnerability assessment

– vulnerability indicators

National Workshop: Building resilience of the marine social-
ecological system

• finalise a draft set of principles and guidelines for vulnerability assessment in 
marine social-ecological systems

• test findings of desk-top studies on resilience status of the marine social-
ecological system

– first step in deciding the interventions that need to be taken in   
managing resilience
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Marine Adaptation Bulletin (MAB)
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Fact Sheets
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Thankyou!
Neil Holbrook

School of Geography and Environmental Studies
University of Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania.

Neil.Holbrook@utas.edu.au

We welcome new members, please register via the website at 
www.nccarf.edu.au/marine/ or send queries to arnmbr@arnmbr.org


